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Abstract. It is called a Modern Mosque because we can witness its existence
today. In terms of time, there is an allegation that the function of the mosque is
now less optimal than the Prophet's mosque, in practice the function of the
mosque looks passive, and the activities of the mosque are dominated by spiritual
worship rather than social worship. Therefore, a study is needed to prove the
social worship space of the modern mosque through an analysis of architectural
study. The research uses a qualitative method to reveal the activities of the social
worship space of the research object which leads to the functional values of the
mosque. The values of the mosque use the idea of human self-development as an
indicator of the function of the mosque. The Ruhama Grand Mosque is the object
of research because the mosque is the center of social interaction of the Islamic
community of Takengon City in Central Aceh Regency. The analysis method
uses architectural dialectic thinking, namely understanding the object of research
as a thesis, the functional opposition of the modern mosque to the functional
reflection of the Prophet's Mosque as an antithesis, and synthesis is a finding in
the form of proof of the collaboration of thesis and antithesis. The Ruhama
Mosque has not had an optimal impact in answering the problem of the social
orientation of society, it is still limited in responding to temporary problems that
are far from sustainable community quality development such as the Prophet's
Mosque.
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1 Introduction

The Quba' and Nabawi Mosques are two very important mosque figures in the journey
and development of Muslims to this day [1]. The mosque as a place of worship for
Muslims has had a deep meaning since the beginning of its existence. The Nabawi
Mosque is a place of unification and development of the quality of life of the people
where Islamic civilization was formed [2]; as a center for education, meetings, health,
and as a training in organizing war strategies [3]. The role of the mosque at that time
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was an interpretation of the Prophet's policy in supporting, developing, and improving
the existence of Muslims; as the best model of mosque throughout life [4]. According
to Nangkula, a Muslim is part of his society, therefore he needs to fight for the good
and welfare of his society [5]. The role of the mosque provides a balance of spiritual
worship with social worship in the existence of Muslims following the development of
the times.

For a while the presence of the mosque after the traditional period, built with modern
characteristics can be called the Modern Mosque [6]. In contrast, the role of the modern
mosque currently is dominated by spiritual worship activities [7]. The arrangement of
space as a component of activities in the mosque is the most important element because
it contains the relationship between society and the environment resulting in major
changes that are of quality for the progress of the Muslim community [8]. Architectural
thinking about space on its origins, meaning, and human qualities; when using the word
space, we think we know exactly what we mean [9]. Our ability to design or shape the
human condition is not so perfect that we can live comfortably in the usual ways and
ignore the difficulties in design activities [10]. Architectural understanding of space
becomes a place to play a role where the mosque is a container for the process of growth
of human mental and intellectual quality.

The quality of life of Muslims until now is still mostly filled with poverty, and Is-
lamic educational institutions are less able to compete due to the inability to manage
the environment [11]; cultural crisis, and weak social ties of Muslims in Indonesia [12].
The number of mosques in Indonesia is 299,692 units as of March 2024 with a descrip-
tion of 242,520 Jami' Mosque units (village/sub-district level mosques), Public
Mosques in public places totaling 50,549 mosque units, Grand Mosques totaling 5,100
mosque units, Historic Mosques totaling 1,051 mosque units, Grand Mosques totaling
437 mosque units and Grand Mosques totaling 34 mosque units [13]. The average reach
of mosque services per Muslim population in Indonesia is 787 people per mosque unit.
With the equal distribution of the number of mosques that can reach the Muslim popu-
lation, the optimization of the functionality of modern mosques can be used as an ap-
proach to addressing the problems of the lives of Muslims and the wider community at
this time.

Based on the practical study above, the modern mosque is currently a factual condi-
tion that can be used as historical material (object of proof) as a reflection of the inter-
pretation of the Prophet's Mosque. The entity of a modern mosque that is in accordance
with the spectrum of the surrounding environment in the local area optimally [14], can
be done through the approach of the functionality of mosque architecture. Therefore, a
study is needed to present the extent to which the role of modern mosques in partici-
pating in social worship activities in answering the problems of the reality of society.
Research activities that refer to certain values are an approach to motivating good deeds
and providing examples [15] to the existence of Muslims.
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2 Research Method

This exploratory qualitative research has an evidence factor, so the two research meth-
ods will be combined to evaluate based on evidence [16]. The existence of a modern
mosque space is proof of the value system of evidence of the entity of the Prophet's
Mosque. The existence of a modern mosque space is represented by the Ruhama Grand
Mosque in Takengon City, Aceh Province as the object of research. While the proof
factor for the functional architecture of the mosque uses dialectical thinking analysis.

Marx understood that the entity of 'idea' is unable to describe the empirical reality of
what is in society because it is abstract, therefore what changes society is not 'idea’ but
'material' [17]. Historical material as the beginning of Marx's thinking is based on his
belief, "it is not the consciousness of men which determines their consciousness" [18].
Therefore, a conflict over historical material is needed as an approach to understanding
or truth. With this conflict, it becomes the starting point for the birth of a new material
reality (synthesis). The relationship between these materials has given rise to differ-
ences of opinion between institutions and audience ideas [19].

Architecture is the most tangible physical manifestation of society, a characteristic
that makes humans unique; in fact, humans are gifted with the ability to add a sense of
civilization to their habitat; and because humans are social organisms, architecture
needs to be a direct reflection of that nature [20]. In Marx's dialectical idea through
historical material (thesis) in architecture in this study will give birth to a conflict called
antithesis through psychosocial values as elements of social reality. Finally, the find-
ings in this study are called synthesis as a result of proving the dialectic of the architec-
ture of the research object through the functional values of the mosque on the reflection
of the Prophet's Mosque.

3 Results and Discussion

The instrument of thinking of architectural dialectics in this study is concentrated on
the conflict of historical materials in the realm of architectural studies. The legacy of
functionalism as a normative doctrine of architecture has long been a common opinion
but it is still difficult to discuss the 'use' of architecture without being influenced by
other polemics such as between needs and art, architectural function follows form not
a transcendent concept (primacy) but shows a different way of understanding the occu-
pants of the building [21]. Social reality towards the orientation of society is an instru-
ment used to translate the functionality of historical materials in architectural studies.
The space of social orientation of society is explored using Erikson's psychosocial idea
of the life cycle through a study of references to the idea of mosque functionality. The
results will collaborate with historical material entities to obtain findings as an assess-
ment of modern mosques as research objects.
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3.1  Social Reality of the Function of the Prophet's Mosque

The term mosque comes from Arabic which means sujud (prostration), the letter jim'
which is given a special place provided for the five daily prayers, while masjad means
a place where the forehead is when prostrating; so, in terms of language, mosque means
a place used for prostrating [22]. While the mosque from a theological perspective is
the entire earth that meets the requirements as a place of prostration, a good understand-
ing of all the functions carried out by the mosque will not be possible without consid-
ering the content of the source texts of Islam, namely the Qur'an and Hadith which have
significantly shaped and continue to shape the religious practices of Muslims [23]. So,
the mosque is a holy place as a place of spiritual worship and social worship manifested
in life.

Towards the idea of the immortality of the mosque concept, it is necessary to identify
how the mosque was during the life of the Prophet Muhammad [24]. The idea of the
eternity of the mosque is about how the mosque can be a support and guide for the
community in solving their life problems comprehensively. Economic, social, educa-
tional, health, and other community life problems are referred to as the scope of social
worship until the end of time. The mosque is not only concentrated on answering spir-
itual issues. Hadith of the Prophet Muhammad related to the function of the mosque
through research that has been conducted by Nangkula in evaluating the design of sev-
eral mosques in Malaysia through the sunnah [25] can be used as a starting point for
thinking in this study. Hadith narrated by Muslim number 503 explains that the mosque
must consider the function of the mosque for groups of people who have physical lim-
itations to facilitate their movement. Hadith narrated by Bukhari number 497 explains
that the existence of business activities around the mosque area is a facility that can
help the needs of the surrounding community. In addition to business places in the
mosque area, there are also health clinic facilities as a concern for the community re-
garding health awareness for many people as in Hadith narrated by Bukhari number
291.

Then the Hadith narrated by Muslim number 432 explains the existence of a play-
ground for children in the mosque area, this is very good for the mental and intellectual
development of children. The existence of a mosque provides convenience for parents
and their children to do activities in the mosque as stated in the Hadith narrated by
Bukhari number 69 and 420. The existence of facilities provided by the mosque for
people who are traveling (traveling) is contained in the Hadith narrated by Bukhari
number 277. Finally, the meaning of the sound of the Hadith is narrated by Muslim
Volume II where the Prophet and his companions assisted people who needed assis-
tance or were experiencing economic difficulties at the Nabawi Mosque at that time
[26]. Based on the hadith, explains that the function of the Prophet's Mosque encom-
passes problems experienced by all levels of the human life cycle.

Meanwhile, based on the Sirrah Nabawiyah, the first step taken by the Prophet when
he arrived in the city of Medina was to build a mosque as a place to form a new society
[27]; such as the first action of the Prophet by uniting the Muhajirin and Anshar [28].
He mosque also functions as a place to live for poor Muhajirin who come to the city of
Medina without having property, or relatives and are still single [29]. In addition, the
function of the mosque based on the Prophet's preaching contains empowerment of the
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spiritual aspect of society, the social aspect of society (brotherhood and equality), the
aspect of educational empowerment, the aspect of economic empowerment, and the
aspect of political and defense empowerment [30]. Based on the Sirrah, it explains that
the functionality of the mosque is oriented towards unity and improving the quality of
life of the community.

The mosque during the life of the Prophet was interpreted as the character of the
Prophet in raising the standard of living of the community. The mosque is a center for
answering problems of the social reality of society. The mosque is a center for empow-
ering society in answering the challenges of life. The mosque is a center for learning in
forming the existence of a new society. The function of the Prophet's Mosque has an
extraordinary impact on the quality of human life, where the mosque is a place of trust,
belief in action, guidance for decisions, self-knowledge, support, benefits, and exist-
ence.

3.2  Functional Mosque Architecture Concept

According to history during the Demak Sultanate, according to Nangkula, mosques in
Indonesia were not only used as places of spiritual worship but also as places of social
worship to discuss social, community, and even political and cultural issues [5]. In ad-
dition, the existence of Sunan Bonang's tomb in the mosque complex area has an eco-
nomic impact on the surrounding community with the presence of shopping centers and
employment opportunities [31]. The current functional concept of the mosque is still
simultaneous, meaning that the adaptation of social worship activities in the mosque
depends on the reality of the local community without being accompanied by careful
planning.

A practical literature study approach to the figure of a mosque that represents the
social orientation of the community is the Jogokariyan Mosque located in Jogokariyan
Village, Yogyakarta. The mosque has a vision of building community life with the
ATM Rice program to help the food needs of the local community, Pionir Kampoeng
Ramadhan is a program that facilitates community business activities in increasing their
income to meet the needs of Eid, as well as other social actions that are responsive in
solving community life problems.

Specific ideas identified in the mosque will strengthen the program direction process
by creating an emphasis on input (institutions, leadership, and empowerment targets),
process (spiritual formation, building capacity, power provision), output (spiritual
strengthening, strengthening emotional ties, strengthening economic ties), and outcome
(spiritual ability, economic ability) [32]. Asif has proven findings in the form of rec-
ommendations for mosque institutions to create performance programs through com-
parative representations of the spatial layout of the Prophet's Mosque during the time
of the Prophet to be applied to mosques today including aspects of education, social,
economic, empowerment, law, and other programs [33] [34]. In determining program
planning in responding to the reality of society, mosque managers must have adequate
resources. The mental and intellectual strength of the manager is a benchmark for the
success of the manager's programs. There is a meaning of 'change' in the conditions of
reality, the mosque manager's program as its instrument.



138 D. Deni et al.

Erikson in the theory of human self-development (psychosocial) has 8 (eight) stages
that cover the span of a person's life [35]. The first stage is trust vs mistrust where
humans learn to trust the world around them. The second stage is autonomy vs shame
and doubt where humans begin to know the world around them. The third stage is ini-
tiative vs guilt where humans begin to act personally and require supervision. The
fourth stage is industry vs inferiority where humans begin to be faced with competitive
situations. The fifth stage is identity vs role confusion where humans begin to try many
things to find out their true selves. The sixth stage is intimacy vs isolation (closed)
where humans need people who can provide comfort to share happiness. The seventh
stage is generativity vs stagnation where humans try to create or maintain things that
will last a long time, provide benefits to taking on roles to contribute to others [36]. The
eighth stage is integrity vs despair where humans have reached maturity. The stages of
the human life cycle put forward by Erikson can be used as a guideline for compiling
programs based on social orientation of society for the development of sustainable hu-
man social reality.

The concept of functional mosque architecture as a manifestation of the Prophet's
Mosque is not only to solve temporary problems of the reality of society but a mosque
program that has sustainable planning and implementation. The problems of the social
reality of society have different orientations, so they will require different solutions to
the problems. In the realm of dialectical thinking, this proposition is an antithesis to the
instrument of historical material conflict (thesis).

3.3  Dialectics of Social Orientation of Modern Mosques

The historical material (thesis) of the modern mosque as the object of research is the
Ruhama Mosque located in Asir-asir Asia Village, Lut Tawar District, Takengon City,
Central Aceh Regency, Aceh Province. The concentration of social worship activities
of the mosque is the concentration of discussion in the scope of opposition as an ana-
lytical thinking tool to obtain antithesis dialectically.

The Ruhama Mosque is one of the centers of religious activity for Muslims in Tak-
engon City. The Ruhama Mosque was built on land that was donated in 1967 with an
area of 1,431 m2 and has a capacity of 2000 worshipers. The layout of the Ruhama
Mosque can be seen in the picture below (figure 1.).

1. Ruhama mosque
building

Holy boundary of the
mosque

East main gate
East gate

East car lot

East motorcyle
parking

Hall

Quran kindergarten
South ablution area
. South gate

. West car lot

2. Wesi gate

3. North ablution and

Fig. 1. Siteplan Ruhama Mosque as a Modern Mosque.
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Ruhama Mosque is 56 years old; visitors often make the mosque entity as a place of
spiritual tourism. The outdoor facilities of the mosque are dominated by vehicle parking
spaces and gardens. The mosque has good accessibility because there are gates on each
side of the mosque site. Vehicle parking facilities are part of social worship activities.
This activity refers to the second stage, namely autonomy over the reflection of psy-
chosocial development ideas where modern mosques are only limited to answering the
problem of community orientation that requires vehicle parking space for spiritual tour-
ism and spiritual worship.

If referring to the value system of community needs facilitated by modern mosques,
it is not part of the basic needs of the real quality of life of the community. So the
antithesis as a system of social orientation values of the community is less than optimal
in providing an impact on improving the quality of life of the community sustainably.
Regarding the social orientation aspect, there are two building units identified as places
for kindergarten Quran education and general learning. Social worship activities in the
mosque environment are part of social worship oriented to answering the problems of
the social reality of local community education.

Fig. 2. Social orientation of education.

The existence of Quran kindergarten education facilities is an interpretation of social
orientation in answering educational problems (figure 2.). According to research infor-
mation data, the provision of these facilities is to maintain the culture of religious
knowledge from an early age for the local community. This social worship activity is
included in the third stage, namely the initiative of the idea of community psychosocial
development. The values of this community's social orientation have quite an impact
on maintaining the culture of Quran education from an early age for the community.
However, the antithesis in answering educational problems for the reality of the local
community is less complete in delivering children's education to a higher level. Quran
education is only limited to the level of children and does not have a guarantee of the
sustainability of development and improvement of the quality of life of sustainable
community education.
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Fig. 3. Social Orientation unity.

Next, the Hall as a place for conditional public learning (informal education) (figure
3.). This facility is a social interpretation in answering the problems of education, and
community unity.

According to research data, this place is used for a social worship such as consensus,
temporary religious studies, and a place to celebrate religious events. This social worship
activity is included in the sixth stage, namely intimacy of the idea of community psychoso-
cial development. The values of the community's social orientation are quite good at provid-
ing an impact on community unity. This activity has provided social reality by prioritizing
openness to mutually build existence. However, the antithesis identified from this social
orientation, modern mosques do not have substance in a real action that is broader in im-
proving the quality of community life. Values related to good community growth must reach
more pockets of other communities through real work and performance. Human work, per-
formance, and action can be used as conceptual tools for social analysis because they are
bound by birth and death [37]. This antithesis explains that the social orientation facilities
of the Modern Mosque as historical material have less impact on improving and developing
the quality of a sustainable society.

From a practical assessment of the space of the Modern Mosque-Ruhama as a container
for social orientation in answering the problems of social reality, it has not shown significant
value as a mosque reflected in the Prophet's Mosque. From several results, the value system
is not enough to provide changes toward improving and developing sustainable quality of
life. This proposition is a finding that can be used as a synthesis in architectural dialectic
research based on the social orientation of society. The psychosocial life cycle of human life
development can be adopted for modern mosques in other places.

The entity of ideas that roll towards a concept placed on a material is not as simple as
placing manifestations to achieve goals. The phenomenon of architectural views explains
the space of human activity (interpersonal) towards its social and political orientation and
the correlation of human conditions with the manifestation of its social products [38]. This
value system can be a thought material for creating comprehensive modern mosque man-
agement programs. Architectural knowledge can identify the phenomenon of social orien-
tation space because the growth of activity will be in line with the entity of a quality place.

34 Social Orientation Values of Modern Architecture

Based on the analysis of dialectical thinking, the Modern-Ruhama Mosque as a thesis states
that there is a functional shift in architecture from the Prophet's Mosque to the Modern
Mosque. The aspect of the shift is proven by the values of the social orientation of society
through the collaboration of conflicting ideas of human psychosocial development as an
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antithesis. For the best values that can reach the functional role of the mosque, namely at
stage 8 (eight) which participates in helping other weak communities as functional interme-
diaries for mosque architecture. With the existence of this psychosocial development cycle
process, new social orientations will be created that grow and have a good impact on im-
proving and developing the quality of social life in society (synthesis).

4 Results and Discussion

The Prophet's Mosque is the best functional mosque product of all time because it
can create a new society that can improve and develop the quality of life of the com-
munity sustainably. Now, the entity of the Modern Mosque is questioned against the
reflection of the Prophet's Mosque. The act of questioning the modern Mosque refers
to the value of the orientation of society that can provide comprehensive changes for
improving the quality of life of the community. The idea of the social orientation of
human psychosocial development is used as a tool to assess in reveal the proof of this
reflection.

After going through a dialectical analysis, the space facilities available as a place of
social worship of the modern Mosque do not provide a quality impact on improving
and developing the quality of a sustainable society. This is identified from the thesis of
the Modern Mosque which explains that the entity of the mosque is formed and domi-
nated by spiritual worship activities. The antithesis of the modern Mosque explains that
the mosque has less impact on the social orientation that provides the growth of quality
social reality leading to the improvement and development of the quality of sustainable
community life. The synthesis of Modern Mosque is a mosque that has a functional
mosque architecture that can achieve the integrity stage and become an extension of the
functional mosque in taking the optimal role of the mosque in expanding the improve-
ment and development of the quality of a sustainable society.
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